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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report to Health Overview & Scrutiny Panel

22 May 2019

TITLE: Dementia Care Working Group Update 
Report

PORTFOLIO HOLDER: Councillor Michael Bowen - Portfolio Holder 
for Communities

CONTACT OFFICER: Mark Forrester - Head of Democratic & 
Community Services

WARDS INVOLVED: Non-Specific

Appendices Attached – Minutes of the Dementia Care Working Group held 
7th February 2019 and 14th March 2019.

1. Reason for the Report

1.1 To provide an update on the work of the Dementia Care Working Group

2. Recommendation

2.1 That the working group continue with its programme of work.

2.2 That the initial proposals of the working group are supported:

2.2.1 That the Council became Dementia Friendly
2.2.2 That Councillors to receive Dementia Friendly training
2.2.3 That Council Officers consider ways in which the Council may 

be able to assist organisations to offer a drop in facility

3. Executive Summary

3.1 The Dementia Care Working Group has met twice, established its terms of 
reference and a work programme.

3.2 The Working Group has begun to assemble information on the services 
available locally and to consider the plans and views of local agencies.

3.3 Following a presentation and discussion the Working Group agreed to 
recommend that the Council formally agrees to support the Dementia Friendly 
Communities initiative with the ambition that Staffordshire Moorlands becomes 
a Dementia Friendly Community.
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4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities 

4.1 Our aim: Help create a safer and healthier environment for our communities 
to live & work

4.2 What we seek to influence:  Ensure that the services provided by other public 
sector partners meet the needs of residents. Ensuring there is effective 
health provision.

5. Alternative Options

5.1 That Health Overview and Scrutiny does not agree to the continuation of the 
dementia working group.

5.2 That Health Overview and Scrutiny supports the continuation of the dementia 
working group but proposes changes to the working group’s planned work 
programme.

Mark Trillo
Executive Director (People) and Monitoring Officer

Web Links and
Background Papers

Location Contact details

Mark Forrester
Head of Democratic & 
Community Services
mark.forrester@staffsm
oorlands.gov.uk

6. Detail

6.1 The Dementia Care Working Group has met twice (minutes attached).

6.2 Having established terms of reference the working group has focused on two 
tasks:

6.2.1 Understanding the public policy environment with respect to dementia, the 
actual experience of local people and whether services need to be improved.

 What is the Policy/Plan/Strategy?
 Who has responsibility and how well coordinated are the various service 

providers?
 What services are being provided, how are they organised and delivered 

locally?
 What is the experience of local people accessing services and are their 

needs being met?
 What needs to improve?

6.2.2 Practical actions the Council can take.
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 Does the Council need to adjust its services to better assist people with 
dementia or their carers?

 Can the Council promote awareness of dementia to promote a safe and 
supportive environment for people with dementia?

 Can the Council help to raise awareness of dementia and the sources of 
support available to people with dementia and their carers?

6.3 To date:

6.3.1 The working group has received a presentation on the North Staffordshire and  
Stoke on Trent Dementia Work Plan 2019/20 (minutes 7th February 2019) 
from the North Staffordshire CCG.

6.3.2 A member and officer visited the Stoke-on-Trent and North Staffordshire 
Dementia Steering Group. The working group had been told this partnership 
took responsibility for delivering the Dementia Work Plan.

6.3.3 Officers have begun to compile a list of services and support groups available 
to the people of Staffordshire Moorlands.

6.3.4 The working group has received a presentation on Dementia Friendly 
Communities an initiative promoted by the Alzheimer’s Society. The working 
group recommend that the Council supports this initiative and identified a 
number of potential actions the Council could take (minutes 14th March 2019). 
This includes training for members and Officers and investigating ways in 
which the Council may be able to assist organisations to offer a drop in facility.

6.3.5 The working group has identified further organisations it wishes to talk to.
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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DEMENTIA CARE WORKING GROUP MEETING

Minutes

THURSDAY, 7 FEBRUARY 2019
PRESENT: Councillor P Wood (Chair) 

Councillors C J S Atkins, B A Hughes, L D Lea, I J Lucas and 
L A Malyon.

APOLOGIES: Councillors M Bowen and J T Jones. 

1 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR.

Councillor Pam Wood was appointed as Chair of the Group.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

There were no declarations of interests made.

3 TERMS OF REFERENCE.

The following terms of reference were agreed:-

 To establish the location of the memory clinics within the Moorlands;
 To collate  a list of the social/support groups for Dementia within the area;
 To gather the views of a local GP on Dementia Care;
 For the Group to consider Dementia Friendly Towns;
 To receive input from the Alzheimer’s Society.

The Working Group would submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the 
Health Overview and Scrutiny Panel in due course.

4 JANE BARNES - LOCALITY COMMISSIONING MANAGER (NORTH 
DIVISION). OVERVIEW OF DEMENTIA CARE IN THE MOORLANDS.

Each member of the Group received a copy of the North Staffordshire and Stoke on 
Trent Dementia Work Plan 2019/20 and Jane Barnes, explained each element of 
this plan which included:-

 Prevention
 Diagnosis
 Support
 Living Well
 Dying Well

Members were advised that the North Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Dementia 
Steering Group met monthly to monitor and influence the Dementia strategy 
implementation plan and the direction of services across Northern Staffordshire. At Page 7



Dementia Care Working Group - 7 February 2019

2

present, both the County Council and District Council were not represented at this 
meeting. It was agreed that Mark Forrester and Cllr Pam Wood would be invited to 
attend this meeting in future. 

The Group discussed Staffordshire’s Sustainability and Transformation Plan, 
diagnosis rates, targeted Health Checks for 40 – 74 year olds and Dementia 
Advisors. It came to light during the meeting, that dependant on where a patient was 
diagnosed with Dementia or refusal of treatment, determined whether they received 
support from a Dementia Advisor.   The current provider of support for Dementia 
patients following diagnosis was Approach. However, the Alzheimer’s Society had 
been contracted to deliver this service from May 2019. Jane confirmed that she 
would raise this matter with the Alzheimer’s Society. 

Some members were concerned that vulnerable people didn’t know how to access 
the support services available to them and that the closure of Day Centres had also 
had an impact on these services.  

The types of cognitive therapies for both patients and carers were explained, along 
with the benefits of Dementia friendly towns and villages. 

Jane confirmed that she would like to continue to be in attendance at subsequent 
meetings of the Group. 

The next meeting of the Group would take on 14th March 2019 at 11am.

The meeting closed at 11.20 am

_________________________________Chairman ____________________Date
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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DEMENTIA CARE WORKING GROUP MEETING

Minutes

THURSDAY, 14 MARCH 2019
PRESENT: Councillor  P Wood (Chair)

Councillors C J S Atkins, M Bowen, B A Hughes, L D Lea, I J Lucas, 
L A Malyon and P Wood

5 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:-

There were no declarations of interest made.

6 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING.

The notes from the previous meeting were approved. 

7 KAT HORNER (DEMENTIA FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES OFFICER, 
ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY) -  DEMENTIA ACTION ALLIANCES.

Unfortunately, Kat Horner was unable to attend the meeting therefore, Jane Barnes 
covered the item in her absence. 

Members of the Group were provided with copies of a Dementia Friendly 
Communities presentation which covered the following subject areas:-

 The National Picture
 Dementia Friendly Communities
 Staffordshire Dementia Friendly Communities
 What other communities have done
 How to create Dementia Friendly Communities
 Where further information can be obtained

Members were advised that a Dementia Friendly Group could also incorporate other 
schemes such as Safer Places and encourage local businesses to become 
Dementia Friendly. A video was available which demonstrated the journey of a 
Dementia patient in a shop and it was agreed that this would be shown at the next 
meeting of the Group. 

Vicki Ellis – Member and Community Support Officer, advised members that she had 
become a Dementia Friend and had received the training to become a Dementia 
Champion and could now deliver the training to others. 

The Chair felt that it was currently very difficult for Dementia patients to establish 
which  services were  available to them and Leek Health Centre were currently 
looking at ways to assist with this issue.  
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Dementia Care Working Group - 14 March 2019
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Jane referred to a helpful ‘This is Me’ document which was produced by the 
Alzheimer’s Society and a medication pot which was supplied free of charge by Leek 
Lions Club.

Councillor Atkins made a suggestion that an empty shop unit in Leek could be 
opened as a Dementia Drop in Centre at which practical information and advice 
could be given. This would need to be run by volunteers, charities and other 
partners.

Members discussed End of Life Dementia and the lack of specialist care homes in 
Northern Staffordshire. The Group may also wish to explore whether Leek CAB 
would be able to assist with a Power of Attorney service. 

It was suggested that the Alzheimer’s Society and Carers Hub were invited to the 
next meeting. The Chair advised the Group that the Head Teacher of Westwood 
High School would also like to attend a meeting of the Group. 

DECIDED: 

1) That a report be prepared for the Health O&S Panel which would set out the 
current findings of the Working Group. 

 Recommendations were to include:-

 That the Council became Dementia Friendly;
 For Councillors to receive Dementia Friendly training;
 For Council Officers to look into the feasibility of 1 Market Place, Leek or the 

empty shop next to the entrance of the Butter Market being used as a 
Dementia Drop-in Centre for a 6 month trial period.

The meeting closed at 12.15 pm

_________________________________Chairman ____________________Date

Page 10


	Agenda
	10 Dementia Care Working Group Update
	Appendix A
	Appendix B


